
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Friends of Camp Read, 
 

It was a great pleasure to see so many members of our organization attend the John Farley 
dedication and participate in the activities planned around that weekend. All I can say is that the 
spirit of “Old Camp Read” came shining through that weekend blessed by perfect weather and 
awesome company. I want to personally thank everyone who helped out with planning and 
executing of this very successful event. See the full write up and photos on pages 3, 4, 5  & 7 of 
this newsletter. 
 

The 2016 Read Summer Camp season was going well until a virus had infiltrated the 
Reservation.  It was so severe that more than half the staff become ill and the Camp was shut 
down a week early. Because of this unfortunate circumstance, the ceremony dedicating the 
Reservation Office to Steve Hammonds had to be postponed. The Association has provided 
funding for the plaque that will be placed on the office in Steve’s honor. As soon as we have a 
new date for the dedication we will pass that along to our members. 
 

Moving forward the Association Board has made it a priority to keep its members more 
informed. To that end we will be sending out e-mail messages to our membership on a regular 
basis. Expect to see timely information about upcoming events and decisions that are made by 
the CRA Board. Our goal is to increase participation at our events and to promote the 
Association by highlighting some of the good work that we do for Camp and the Council. 
 

Our next event will be the Staff Appreciation Dinner, held on Wednesday, December 28, 2016 at 
the Council Service Center. This annual event is funded by the Association and allows the 2016 
Read Staff to get together for some fun and fellowship. While the event is primarily for the 
Camp Staff, many Association members do help out and it’s a good chance for us to get to know 
them.  This event, the “Staff of the Year” award, and other things we show the current Staff 
members our appreciation for their hard work and dedication is very important to the 
Association, as our future depends on attracting the next generation to our ranks. If you would 
like to lend a hand, please let me know as “many hands” do “make light work.” 
 

Looking ahead in 2017, we will be holding the annual Spring dinner, supporting the camp at the 
Eager Beaver weekend in June, and hosting our Fall hike event. We will send out updates for 
those events as soon as we have more information. Also visit our website (www.campread.org)
and our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/CampReadAssociation) for timely information 
about the Association and upcoming events. 
 
It would be great if you attend our events and please contribute as generously as you can to our 
“Friends of Read” campaign. Your support is much needed and greatly appreciated. 
 

I would like to wish everyone a joyous holiday season and a happy and healthy new year.  
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Bill Daley, CRA President 
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Friends of Read 2016 

The Camp Read Association wishes to extend a sincere thanks to the following members who have 
made a contribution to the Association for 2016. Your financial support is greatly appreciated by 

all the scouts and leaders who attend Camp Read  and benefit from your generosity. 

Ryan Abare 

Charles Agro 

Russ Borner 

Matt Brauner 

Ralph Colotti 

Kent Cooper 

John M. Coughlin 

Ed D’Apice 

Dedrick Damato 

Tom Dietz 

Wayne Douchkoff 

John J. Doyle 

Joseph Fesel 

Richar & Nancy Ford 

Bruce Fusillo 

Doug Gamble 

Frank Graessle 

Tim Haag 

John Hradsky 

Tom Hunter 

Most Reverend Dominick Lagonegro 

Ward Lyke 

Rich Lutomski 

Albert Massimi 

Michael McCabe 

Adam McKechnie 

Ed Mills 

Geoffrey Ogle 

Peter Oberdorf 

Richard Okrasinski 

Denis Pisanello 

Bill Riesz 

Theodore C. Robinson 

William Schiavo 

Mark Sikora 

James Smith 

Matt Terribile 

Bill Tracey 

Richard Trier 

John Tripodi 

Michael Tripodi 

Michael Venuti 

David Wallick 

Don Walsh 

Gary Wiesendanger 

David Winchell 

Ron Yaskovic 

All donations to the Camp Read Association are tax-deductible 

THANK YOU! 

Shown in bold above are those who have given most generously  

One of the primary missions of the Camp Read Associa-
tion, as stated in our Charter, is to assist with camp pro-
motion, staff development, program and financial sup-
port, and facility maintenance/development. In order to 
live up to this commitment your financial support is 
greatly needed. 

Because of the generosity many of our members, the As-
sociation was able to make contributions towards a varie-
ty of projects and ongoing programs that have and contin-
ue to benefit the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation in the 
areas of infrastructure, program, and staff support. The 
following are examples of how the Association provided 
this much needed support over the years: replacement of 
the roof on the Pearlman Building , major renovations of 
Boland Lodge (thanks to Peter Oberdorf for his most gen-
erous contribution), construction of the two lentos (in 
memory of Ken Haddermann and Chris Fearon), con-
struction/renovation of the many camp signs throughout 
the Reservation, much needed program equipment, the 
annual Staff appreciation dinner, and Staff recognition 
awards. 

To continue our commitment of service to the camp, the 
Association’s assistance will be needed for the following 
upcoming projects: rebuilding the stone wall at the camp 
entrance, a new Summit Activities Center, construction of 
a lean-to for use by the Buckskin Camp Director, finan-
cial support towards the renovation Camp Waubeeka Of-
fice and program support for new activities such as moun-
tain biking. 

If you haven’t joined this elite group of dedicated Scout-
ers please give some thought to making a contribution. If 
you have donated in the past, our sincerest thanks and 
please consider renewing your support for 2017. Contri-
butions to the Camp Read Association can be considered 
as a tax deduction. Another way to support camp is to 
send in a one-time donation either as a tribute to, or in 
memory of, an individual you would like to recognize.   

Forms for donating to the Memorials & Tributes Fund or 
for The Friends of Read donations can be found in this 
Newsletter and on our website at CampRead.org.  

A Very Special Thanks To David Terrible 
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 This issue was sent to anyone who gave to the Friends of Read.  If you want to continue to receive copies of the Newsletter, 

please send in your contribution! 

 UPCOMING EVENTS  

 2016 Camp Staff Appreciation Dinner, to be held on Wednesday, December 28th, 2016 at the Council Service Center. 
This annual event is funded by the Association and allows the 2016 Read Staff to get together for some fun and fel-
lowship.  

 Anyone wishing to contribute Newsletter articles, anecdotes, pictures, event postings, or general Camp or Scouting info should 
please send any correspondence to: Tom Hunter  -  hunteto@gmail.com 

 The Association web site is campread.org. Please visit our site for latest information.. 

BITS AND PIECES 

 

 
Camp Curtis Read we honor thee  - For joys we’ll ne’er forget    
We love the lakes, we love the hills - Where memories linger yet! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   

Denis Pisanello - Presenting 
Plaque & Trail Markers 

John Farley 

Tom Dietz handing out Gorp bag to Dick Trier 

Ed D’Apice Will Shanahan & Jeremy Hughs 
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A Very Special Day For John Farley 

By: Ed D’Apice 
 

A very special occasion took place at the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation on Saturday September 17, 

2016, the dedication of the John R. Farley Trail Registry and the “Farley’s Gap” Entrance to the trail 

system.  John discovered the “Gap” as a route to Apachedotte, Whortleberry Pond and Pharaoh Lake 

from Camp that has been used by thousands of scouts and leaders spanning five decades. 

It was an all day event beginning with a cookout lunch in Buckskin. Many “thanks” to Will Shanahan 

and Jeremy Hughes for manning the grill and Trading Post respectively.  The event was very well 

attended and as usual, re-kindled friendships and that warm feeling of “Camp Read Camaraderie”. 

After lunch, all went down to the Farley Trail Registry located at the Rogers Lake spillway. The 

ceremony was a team effort as usual and included: 

Official Greeter – Bob Neely 
Pledge of Allegiance – Ron Green 

Scout Oath & Law – Tim & Ben Haag 
Invocation – Dick Trier 

Remembering John “The Pioneer” – Bill Daley 
For Joys We’ll N’er Forget – Ed D’Apice 

A Scouts Perspective of John – Tom Dietz 
Presentation of the Plaque & Trail Markers – Denis Pisanello 

U.S. Air Force Airman’s Prayer – Peter Oberdorf 
Scout Vespers & Taps – Rich Lutomski 

Photographers – Ed D’Apice & Tom Hunter 
 

It was a very tasteful and moving occasion fitting the magnitude of the contribution that John made 

to the Camp, the Read Reservation and the Scouting movement. All attendees were asked to then 

sign the registry as honored first guests and given souvenir trail markers.  In addition to those 

mentioned above, the following were in attendance: Jim Smith, Mr.  &  Mrs. Ed Beckley, Chuck 

Kalmykow, Gloria Luczynski, Jack Neely, Denise Boland, Susan Riley, and Dedrick Damato. 

Many in the group then walked to the trail entrance gateway a quarter mile down the trail to see it.  

A small group, led by Bill Daley and Ron Green, began a symbolic hike through Farley’s Gap to 

Apachedotte and Whortleberry Pond. 

The day’s events were concluded with a gathering at Peter’s Boathouse on Schroon Lake in 

Adirondack. It was well attended and pizza was served. We all enjoyed a couple of hours of 

fellowship, laughs and singing old Camp songs evoking those cherished memories in all of our minds, 

for the most part being led by Jim Smith, Peter Oberdorf and Rich Lutomski.  It was the absolute 

perfect and fitting end to a wonderful tribute to John R. Farley who will forever be burned in to the 

history and memory of the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation and all those who attended and will 

attend for generations to come. 
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Thanks everyone for coming! 
 
It’s an honor and a privilege to be part of the memorial dedication for 
one of the pioneers of Camp Read and dedicated Scouter, John Farley. 
 

Although I’ve only met John a few times, I know that he is part of my life 
just as he has undoubtedly touched the lives of countless others who 
have experienced this awesome camp and the surrounding wilderness, 
even if they have never met him. 
 

It is fitting that this trail system be dedicated in his honor as he and his 
contemporaries were instrumental is expanding the camp program be-
yond the property lines into the Adirondack Forest Preserve. As we are 
honoring John today, we also should remember his friends, Bob John-
son and Ken Taft who were as much pioneers as John was.  I can only 
imagine what it was like for them finding their way through the gap for 
the first time and discovering the wild beauty of “Apachedotte,” then 
continuing on to Whortleberry Pond and Pharaoh Lake.  
 

Many of us gathered here today can remember the days when every troop in the entire camp would 
hike out to Pharaoh Lake and Whortleberry Pond during the second week of camp. As a provisional 
camper in Tomahawk I can vividly remember my first hike through the gap with a full pack.  The hike 
wasn’t easy for an 11 year-old “gnube” but the feeling of accomplishment, and the awesome adven-
ture that awaited us once we got to our destination, more than made up for the grueling hike. I didn’t 
know it then but if it wasn’t for John and the other “pioneers” we may have been hiking over Steven’s 
or going to Pharaoh by way of the Spring Hill trails instead of using the easier Gap trail. 
 

Since the early days of Camp Read some of the allure of the surrounding wilderness has worn off, 
particularly with the inception of Camp Summit and the Trek programs. Understandably, a lot of the 
trips were taken into other more enticing areas of the Park, leaving behind the gem that is right in our 
back yard. Today, thanks to the vision and hard work of today’s pioneers, Kris O’Conner and 
Monique Wicks, there is a resurgence of the venturing into the wilderness beyond the Camp’s bound-
aries. New and exciting programs are being implemented that will utilize these areas every season of 
the year.  
 

One of most important functions of the Camp Read Association is to link the past history with present 
camp operations. This trail system is a prime example of how that can be accomplished by providing 
reminders of our past history integrated with programs that continue to serve the camp.  That way 
John’s legacy will live on in every Scout that travels these trails and has that “Camp Read” experi-
ence that we all know and have come to appreciate. 
 

I would like to thank everyone who made this memorial dedication possible. In particular, Denis Pisa-
nello and Tom Dietz for their hard work on their event committee. Tom also designed and built this 
Trail Register and entrance gateway arch to the Farley’s Gap Trail.  A special thanks goes to Kris 
O’Conner as he was the “idea man” behind the whole concept. Also understand that what we see 
here today is just the beginning of what is going to be an entire trail system throughout the Camp and 
leading into the surrounding wilderness. 

 
 

As presented by Bill Daley, Association President  9/17/2016 

Bill Daley, Association President 
(foreground), Dedrick Damato 
(background) 
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If you would like to make a donation to the Camp Read Association or to the Camp Read Improvement Fund for a memorial or tribute to an individual 
please fill out the form below.  The tribute or honor can be for recognition of birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, awards, or in memory of a departed 
relative or friend.  Acknowledgement letters will be sent to you and to the person being recognized or to the family (if the donation is in memoriam). 
 
Your name: __________________________________________________[     ] I would like to remain anonymous. 
 
Your Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your telephone: __________________________________ Your email:  _____________________________________ 
 
Name of individual or group being remembered or recognizes: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason: ___________________________________________________________________________Donation amount $_______________________ 
 
Name and Address acknowledgement should be sent to: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please make your check payable to Camp Read Assoc. Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA. 
Mail it to Bill Daley, 3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547. 

 

Copies also available at the Council Service Center 

To Order:  Go to www.CampRead-ForJoys.com  

All proceeds from “For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget” will go to the betterment of the Curtis S. 

Read Scout Reservation, Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA 

“For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget”, relates the story of the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation from its 
opening day in 1920 to the present. For most part, “For Joys….” was written by staff who were in camp.  
Chapters features two legendary Camp Rangers, the launching of Camp Waubeeka, the impact of 
Read on professional Scouting, profiles of outstanding camp leaders, the story of the Oder of the Arrow 
in camp, history of the Camp Read Association, and much more.   
 
Travel through time as this nearly one hundred year old camp grew from its beginnings on 33 acres 
and 20 campers on Long Pond, in Mahopac, New York to a 1000 acre scout reservation in the 
Adirondack Mountains.  Today the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation is made up of three camps, one 
traditional scout camp, one patrol cooking camp, and a High Adventure Base. 
 
“For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget” was commissioned by the Camp Read Association to preserve the history 
of this very special place.  If you were ever a camper or staff member at a Scout camp, you’ll find 
yourself right at home in the pages of this book.  It is a story worth telling and one worth 
reading…………..!   

Memorials And Tributes 

 

Memory of John R. Farley 
 

Pioneer of Camp Read in the Adirondacks 

Dedicated Scouter 

Author & Editor “for Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget 

 

Richard Ford 

John Hradsky 

The Farley Family 

http://www.xlibris.com/
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A Field Guide of the Memorials, Dedications and 
Landmarks at Camp Read 

 C am p  Read A ss oc ia t i on  

The Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation 
HISTORICAL GUIDEBOOK 

The Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation Field Guide contains seventy pages of  Memorials, Dedications and 
Landmarks found at Camp Read.  The 2014 edition of the Guidebook  is now in it’s sixth printing and has 
all the recent additions. This unique Field Guide, Published by the  Camp Read Association, can be 
purchased for $24.00 which includes $3.00 postage and handling.  All proceeds from the sale of the 
Guidebook will go to the benefit of Camp Read.  If you would like one or more copies please  visit our 
website at campread.org or contact : 
 
Ed D’Apice  
Phone: (845) 612-3151 or 
E-mail: entropy2@earthlink.net 

 

– 9/17/2016   

  

Jim Smith signing the trail register 

Peter Oberdorf (middle) reading 
the Air Force Prayer 

Tom Dietz & Rich Lutomski 
whistling a happy tune 

Farley Trail System Markers 

Some of the “Group” at entrance 
gateway arch to Farley's Gap Trail 



 

 

Dues Policy: 
 Annual dues are requested by the end of March each year (We will however gladly accept dues anytime 

throughout the year).   For those that supported the Association in past years, our most sincere thanks.  Members 
who enjoy this publication, and wish to continue to hear from us, your financial support is needed.  The 
Board of Directors feels strongly that membership in the Association NOT be tied to dues payment.  However, those 
not making an annual contribution will only receive major mailings for reunions etc.  The only qualification for 
membership is your dedicated interest in Camp Read.  As such, dues may be considered a tax-deductible 
contribution. 

 CAMP READ ASSOCIATION 

 
Dues 2016/2017 Change of Address 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

E-Mail: 

Phone: 

Contribution: 
 
$100____ $50 ____ $25____ $15____ 
Other $__________ 

Make Checks payable to: Camp Read  Association, Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA 
Send  To: Bill Daley,  3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547 

__check here for change of address 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

c/o Westchester Putnam Council, BSA 
41 Saw Mill River Road 
Hawthorne, NY 10532 

 


